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	SDRUŽENÍ ČESKÝCH SPOTŘEBITELŮ, O. S. / CZECH CONSUMER ASSOCIATION      



Information for ISO CONSUMER update
Implementation of NEW MODEL ON CONSUMER PARTICIPATION INTO STANDARDIZATION IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC - SAFETY MARK FOR PLAYGROUNDS
Introduction
· At the beginning of this year we already informed members of ISO COPOLCO and the readers the ISO news letter about the Cabinet for Standardization. This was legally registered as a Public Service Company with aim at "professionalizing" the level of consumer involvement in standardization; as "professionalizing" we understand enhancement of expertise level and stabilizing the personnel of consumer representatives and experts. It should be done at national level, European level (supporting ANEC) and also at international level (ISO COPOLCO).

· The Cabinet developed during the year 2010 broadly its activities, being supported significantly by another project funded by EEA Grants /Norway Grants, but also by the Czech Office for Standards, Metrology and Testing.
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· The Cabinet developed during the year 2010 broadly its activities, being supported significantly by another project funded by EEA Grants /Norway Grants.

· On this occasion we would like to inform the ISO COPOLCO members about a special achievement of the Cabinet activity. 
Safety mark on child playgrounds
· This achievement concerns the development of the safety mark on performance of child playgrounds and similar premises. We have established the consortium composed of the Czech Consumer Association, Cabinet for Standardization and the professional Chamber SOTKVO;  the consortium is managing the newly developed model of assessment and inspection of child playgrounds, sport fields, gymnasiums and the like. Those keepers of the said premises who succeed get the right to use the mark “Playgrounds-sport fields-gyms – ASSESSED PREMISES”. 

· The premises before being granted the right to use the MARK would be properly assessed by a 3rd party inspector (technical audit) and will be under periodical inspections to verify that the quality and safety of the service is long time and permanent. The assessment is to be done according to European standards. 
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· This mark on the entry to the premises can get the users (parents) information, that the premises are under regular independent technical control. Special web sites were open for this issue (www.overenehriste.cz).

· At the beginning of November 2010 we organized in Prague an international seminar on safety of child playgrounds. We had about 120 participants. 

· The first group of three child playgrounds has just received the right to use the new safety mark.
The representatives of the Czech Consumer Association and/or the Cabinet for Standardization would be happy to present the model of the consumer participation and or the one of safety mark to interested persons on appropriate occasions.  

In Prague, December 2010

Libor Dupal, Chairman of the Czech Consumer Association and Director of the Cabinet 
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